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}ools of Gold

One of the clearest pictures of the federal govern-
ment’s control over activities it supports is contained in a
breakdown of the requirement for participation in the
+‘open space” program whereby cities may receive financial
help in creating park and recreation facilities.

A comprehensive report on these requirements was
presented to members of the City Council Tuesday eve-
ning by City Attorney Stanley Remelmeyer who had been
instructed to research the provisions of the federal pro-

£

i To get the federal government to contribute up  to
2@ . per cent of the cost of acquiring park land, the city
d be required to:

®: Adopt and place in effect a comprehensive plan “in
aceordance with state and local law.”

< This plan, the city attorney reports, would require a
mgster plan for long-range development, and plans for
ladd use, public facilities, transportation facilities, capital
imigrovements, park and recreation facilities, and the plan
must show order of priority of development, financing
arrangements, and the coordination ‘of all city departments.

®__ The program would have to be coordinated with other
governmental agencies concerned.

€ The federal government, through the Housing and
Hbale Finance Administration, must be assured that the
cilg'{ is preserving a maximum of open space with a min-
ing\gn of cost through use of existing public land, special
tax, zoning, and subdivision provisions. S

® . As conditions of any federal grant, the city would
hgve to agree that use of the park area would not be re-
stfeted on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin,
or’ place of residence. :

®:. Once qualified, the area could not be converted to
a;_aifterent use or disposed of without approval of the
federal government and without subsitution of equivalent
park land.

®  The city must keep records and an accounting sys-
teat which will permit effective audit by the federal gov-
er.h‘ment. and must permit federal government represent-
atives to examine the city's books. : .

;.All of this, we hold, is too much federal control for
a 20 per cent share of the land acquisition price.

.. Our objection, however, goes beyond the maze of red
tape, it is one of principle. The whole program is an open-
ing gambit for entry of the federal government into the
affairs of the city—affairs which a city such as Torrance
is fully capable of handling without importing high-priced
talent from Washington.

s+- “If Torrance doesn’t take it, some other city will,” is
the repeated cry of those who would run to Washington.
with their hands out for the “plum.” r y cities through-
o’xg' the United States, how 331}3 o.iguking Washing-
ton‘?s “free money” and have made their stand on a matter

f_principle—preferring home rule to federal rule of
muypicipal affairs. ¢

i+, Proponents of such a program could be likened to a
njfah orating against crime while his hand is in the petty
c{ﬂ: drawer, justifying his action because only pennies
are-involved.

* - There are no degrees of federal control; once the

reaucrats have their hand in the till, one might as well
h3nd them the checkbook.

:_: Torrance needs federal aid for its park program like
lt;:gueeds a gold swimming pool. The gold pool, in fact,
would probably be cheaper.

ROYCE BRIER
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GOVERNMENT

HAVE A LARGE .
STAKE IN |

YOUR PROFITS!

[+ Right after Pearl Harbor
woccurred to us we were
considerably on the shorts in
ome goods we had always
taken for granted — remem-
Bber tire rationing? \
| ;-But it was worse than that,
yolving manganese and
ther strange substances
fideessitous to modern war-
fare, Se we swore we'd never
get caught again and after
the war the experts drew up
, ®dong list,
44 Y S
' Lhis shook down 17 years
later to 73 different materials
we have stockpiled. It inven-
ries at $7.725 billion, and
warehouse charges on the
uff run to scores of mil-
s, though not so high as

the storage charges on food
surpluses,

In this stockpile is rubber.
We now have over one mil-
lion tons of it, 342,000 tons

more than ceiling. Storage.

costs us almost $4 million an-
nually,

We have been selling this
off at a miserly rate of 5,000
tons annually.. But when it
was suggested the other day
we sell it all off, about $261
million worth, it was discov-
ered government policy for-
bids it,

This dumping would de-
press the world rubber mar-
ket, and hurt major suppli-
ers, Malaya and other under-
developed countries,

Senator S’miuglon sug-

]}ion'lling' Report:

...Secretary of the Interior Stewart L.
tHat on his recent trip to the West he
erally had a firmer grip than the men”
hig hand. He said this was a *

—

Udall reported
found “women gen-
when they shook

commentary on conditions.”

& 2At the some time, Dr, Margaret Mead, the noted scien-
t_m:,rcportcd there may be as many as two and a half mil-
lion. lady drunks in the country.,

s : : : o~
v «The mountain-climbing Secretary may feel we aver-

agi{-men are losing our grip. Actually, he

may have been

meegting a lot of women drinkers who shook hands hard

to keep from falling down,

Abe Mellinkoff

THIS WILD WEST by Lucius Beebe

Wells Fargo Overcomes
Modern Banking Concept

As a professional historian
of various specialized aspects
of the American past when
not engaged in congealing
the marrow of readers of this
column, the author of these
fugitive paragraphs often has
cause to wonder about the
mentalities of the people who
regard history, especially in
its regional manifestations, as
their own private personal
property to be sequestered
for their own satisfaction or
profit or even to be ex-
punged from the record at
their personal whim,
xOne calls  to .mind - the

erican Car & Foundry Co.
of St. Charles, Mo., whose
priceless archives in the field
of railroading and car-build-
ing, including every glass
plate photograph of its pro-
ducts over more than a cen-
tury, every car plan, every
fabric sample, contract and
article of business corre-
spondence only a few years
back were destroyed outright
at the order of a vice presi-
dent who saw no least value
in the irreplacable repository
of the past that was in his
keeping.

‘Using Strategic Goods
:From Surplus Pile Urged

gested to the President that
stockpile surpluses above the
level fixed by Congress be
used instead of cash in the
defense program. Thus alumi-
num, copper and rubber sur-
pluses, used in airplanes,
would reduce the price of ajr-
craft to the government with.
out injuring American indus-
try.
Symington said he will in-
troduce a bill to permit this
diversion,

To a nonexpert it sounds
sensible, provided the Admin.
istration is interested in sav-
ing some money, It probably
wouldn’t come to more than
a round billion, and what's a
billion, particularly when it's
out of your bank account?

All these surpluses of
everything have been a head-
ache in the postwar years.
Our farm surpluses, about $9
billion worth, can’t be dump-
ed, because every category
suggested brings screams
from foreign friends, who
aver they will be ruined.

Stockpiling of war priority
materials has run into several
scandals of mismanagement
and senseless procurement,
usually blamed on the armed
services.

A nonexpert wouldn't know
what to do, but it is interest-
ing to speculate on what you
could do with a few billion
saved — provided you could
save it, )

One recalls the Texas cat-
tle king whose equally unique
photographic record of the
cattle industry in the days
of the now vanished long-
horns and cowpokes on the
trails to Knansas, assembled
lovingly over a lifetime of de-
voted acquisition, was burned
by his widow. She didn't want
anybody else to have it be-
cause it had meant more to
the old gentleman than her
own witless and vicious self.

These atrocities against the
national heritage, happily,
are not universal, and one of
the more legitimate excuses
San Fraancisco may have for
its own narcissistic self-es-
teem is that, in general
terms, it recognizes that its
own enchanting past is one of
its greatest assets. There are
cynies who ~would remark
that San Francisco's past was
a good deal more admirable
than jts present, but let it
pass,

%K%

There is no better testi-
mony to its corporate validity
and claim on contemporary
business anywhere then the
Wells Fargo Bank's altogeth-
er admirable and admirably
conducted History Room, re-
cently relocated in the new
California Street premises.
Personally, I have an in.
grained distrust of banks
where there are no grilles
around the cashiers, where
vice presidents are not ex-
posed to the full public gaze
and where business generally
is conducted less like a bank
than a farmer's market, 1
know without being told that
a man who wears no waist-
coat and eschews a pocket

- watch for a wristwatch is no

banker and should be shun-
ned in money matters.
T T w

Some of the lamentable
manifestations are character-
istic of the Wells Fargo Bank,
but its scrupulous mainten-
ance of its History Room re-
solves all doubts. Here is a
bank with a sense of public
responsibility and a claim to
respectable regard.

That' the History Room and
all it represents has survived
the attacks of various yahoos
in the organization who see
no merit in anything not con-
ducive to the fast buck is, in
large measure, due to the
clvic responsibility of Warren
Hellman, now chairman of
the board, and the History
Room’s custodian, Irene
Simpson, who together have
fended off the internal ele-
ment of barbarism that exists
everywhere in American bus-
iness, even in Wells Fargo.

2 gt - B -

Now the new Wells Fargo
History Room is being open-
ed this week with what one
gathers to be subdued hoo-
rays in its new location at 420
Montgomery St., which is just
10 feet south of Wells Fargo's
first primeval offices where
it hung out a shingle and

started to make history as
one of the most romantic
names of the Old West. Here
are the gold assays, the gold
scales, the derringers and
wanted posters, the sawed-off
shotguns and presentation
watches to faithful employes
who stood off the bandits, all
the essential properties of
banking and the express busi-
ness in a day when money
was worth stealing.

In its way the History Room
and its surrounding banking
premises permeated with
good cheer and casual refer-
ences to billions of dollars by
‘vice presidents without waist-
coats are a reflection of our
own economic times and per-
haps a not very reassuring
one. Money, they proclaim,
once used to be worth some-
thing and people risked get-
ting a slug from a Winches-
ter Express rifle to come by
it. Nowadays everybody has
it in such quantities that its
worth is so microscopic that
it isn't worth protecting.

* T %

Whether or not the stuff
the Wells Fargo Bank traffics
in today has an tangible val-
ue, the bank is a repository
of far more precious assets
than even the most liquid
balance sheet can sshow: the
golden memory of a golden
time in a golden city when
men poured their own drinks
at the Bank Exchange bar
and paid for them with hard
money which everybody re-
spected. The American eagle,
too, was respected as long as
it appeared engrossed = on
minted coin.

Pause, stranger, and wipe
a furtive tear at the gold ex-
hibit at the Wells Fargo His-
tory Room. ‘It represents a
way of life and a time and
place worth living in.

AFTER HOURS By John Morley

Foreign Aid Tabulation

A Legacy to Our Children

WASHINGTON, D.C.—This
is the city of *“big names,”
big politics, big figures,
big decisions, big delusions,
big mistakes . . . and not al-
ways big men. This covers all
echelons and all political
complexions, This is the base
of the foreigners' touch, the
diplomatic duplicity—and the
great American foreign give-
away. We've been covering
the latter’s bigness since the
early thirties. It staggers the
imagination now.

Any sane American com-
ing here who knows his way
around and who knows how
to get around the superficial
political buffet and cocktails
—and can control his temper
long enough to spare the
blood — can compile his own
recap of the biggest most
foolish foreign giveaway in
history. No nation on earth
has given so much away . ..
and no nation on earth has
received so little thanks in
return,

®x K *

If any of our readers across
the country might like to

look in for th lves on

their next trip to Washington,
they can get the shock any-
where between the cherry
blossoms and the “Congres-
sional Record” figures. For
those who prefer the jolt
from a reclining posture at
home, we gathered the fig-
ures for you.

These billions represent
what you and I and millions
of American taxpayers put up
to be given away or loaned
(whichever word fits your
fancy) to foreign nations —
just since the end of World
War II. Not during, but after
World War II, between 1945
and 1962,

w % %

Out of over $90 billions we
have given in gifts and ques-
tionable loans abroad, some
$60 billions went to what are
referred to erroncously as
“neutral countries” . . . like
India, Yugoslavia, Egypt,
Morocco, etc. Most of these
“neutrals” not only have
been known to vote against
us in the United Nations, but
actually supported the side
of our Communist enemies.

A few of these “neutrals”
at least express their loyalty
and support to the United
States. It is also true that
other recipients of our aid
are notably aligned to us an
the Western bloc. s

T % *

The list of our foreign aid
below is not easy to come by.
Among our readers, probably
few have ever seen it before.
It has not received wide pub-
licity because of the trouble
and research required to se-
cure it,

We are giving it wide pub-
licity with this colmun for
several reasons. It may serve
to wake up a lot of people
with the actual amounts and
the names. of the recipients;
provide youth and students
with the size of their forcign-
aid mortgage; make taxpay-
ers think and think hard—
and it may arouse the voters
to look threateningly at their
political candidates in the

coming congressional elec-
tions ..., and ask, “How
come?”

L
Here is where your hard-
earned dollars have gone in

LIFE'S LIKE THAT

By FRED NEHER

4+ What’s wrong with getting Mom a catcher's glove for
Mother’s Day?”

foreign aid between 1945 and  yenezuela ... T
1962: Federation ....... 11,500,000
Overseas Territories 4,800,000
Regional . . 111,100,000
Austrla  ..ollliaiaal ,000 Ethiopia 115,000,.00
Belgium « ,000 hana 4,000,000
Denmark ,000 Guinea 3.807,000
Erante " .oucectisiss ,000 Liberia 73,300,000
German Libya 154,000.920
Be(:le"ﬂer:!ed Republic) 4, % nNucrocco 194,700,000
............. | i i ces coee 6.200,000
iceland 1000 Somall Républic 9,100,520
Ireland ............. ,000  Sudan  ..... 44,100.000
Ttaly Tunisia ... 135,200.000
(Including Trieste 5,517,0 Overseas Terr 60,900,000
m::v:r;anm ceieiees 2,416,0 ; a . 1%; 000
on onal 000
:::‘l::al ,000 (5’::"!:!:‘Cﬂﬂurelll°ﬂil Record)
pain .
ﬁ‘:ﬁiﬁ"x ve 000 These, and other indirect
Yugosiavia 000 Sums, total over $90 billion.
Stoional -, 0 Other billions have gone
Cambodia .00 abroad in “UN agency” gifts
China g 8
Republic of - ..... 3,894,500,000 and loans. More billions were
Indochi -
o | 138 maimister thia forelgn aide.
¥apan pis Some of this aid even went
Lacs . 301 to Castro. Over $2 bill'en
Philllapin 1535700000 Wwent to Tito and Yugoslavia,
vialland 30 who this week signed another
Regional 316,100,000 trade pact with Russia and
reece o Red China.
Iraq % T %
1 1 709,100, 00¢ i P
Jordan 23 Some $5 billion went to
Ty PR £8,100,00¢ West Germany and $5.5 bil-
Turkey G- 3,09 lion to Italy, both of whom
Yorred are experiencing the most
CEN'O ... 23 is-
L88 hormuanbiriesy
eylon . e =
AR 2 io.00e &ets — while Uncle Sam is
Pakistan 1.2337%0:90  struggling with a $300 billion
A 460.500.000 debt and a $9 billion a year
Bolivia 1.476'500:000  interest on this debt.
"364,600.00¢ With this back-breaking
Suumbias 8700000 burden on all of us — and
Cuba ..... 52,000,000 especially our children and
Ecuador . 84,300,00C grandchlldl:eq who will en-
B! Savador 179099 dow it — it is the height of
:‘nné T 80.400.000 arrogance and irresponsibity
Hoia 600 for the internationalists to
Nica 42, i
Nicaragua 2 continue foreign aid at such
Paraguay 29,500.m1  an astronomical rate and vol-
Pe % 324.300.0M
Uruguay .....ooeeee. 72,300,000 Ume.

Hoppe in Wonderland

Don’t Call Us;
We’ll Call You

Art Hoppe

Some time back I was telling you about this idea to
hook Mr. Kennedy up with Mr. Krushchev on a “hot”
telephone line. So that if Mr. Kennedy accidentally lobbed

a few megatons toward Mr. Krushchev’s lap, he could ')

ring him up and explain how it was just a silly mistake,
ha ha, and not to get sore about it.

At the time, I carefully analyzed the proposal and
concluded it had serious flaws. Like Mr. Krushchev
would probably be in the bathtub when the phone rang.
And, anyway, he may have kind of a biased sense of
humor. So I confidently dismissed the whole thing as un-
workable, irresponsible and farfetched.

® ® ®

Our State Department has now formally proposed
this exact same proposal to the Russians at Geneva.
Which is the way it goes.

But anything my country’s for, I'm for. I say the idea
is clearly workable, responsible, and very nearfetched.
And thus deserves careful analysis. Like how Mr. Ken-
nedy, once he's pacified Mr. Khrushchev on the phone
will go about making amends:

* * *

‘“Hi, there, Mr. Chairman. Sorry I got you out of the
tub. But I thought you'd like to know we had a little boo-
boo down at Cape Canaveral, ha ha. It seems there’s a, ha
ha, Titan heading your way. My, accidents will happen,
won't they?

“What's that? Your voice sounds a little muffled.
Oh, under the table. I'm sorry, I should’ve said right off
that it's not going to hit Moscow. Probably Smolensk. I'll
bet I gave you quite a start, eh?

“That’s better. I can hear you fine. It sure is lucky
it's Smolensk and not Moscow. Every cloud has its silver
lining, I say. And no hard feelings, I hope, ha ha.

“Well, 'm awfully glad you're taking it that way,
Mr. Chairman. We thought maybe you'd be kind of mad.
Really? You're a real good sport to say so. But don't for-
get, now we owe you.

“So let’s see. Smolensk’s population is—was—156,-
677. That makes it—made it—a Class C city (1,000,000
and under). Got your atlas there? Good. Now then, which
of our Class C cities would you like to drop one on?

x * b

“Los Angeles? Gee, Mr. Chairman, I know how you
feel about Los Angeles. No, you're right. It would be the
only practical way to redevelop it. We appreciate your
offer. But it's a Class A city. No, ha ha, I mean popula-
tionwise,

“How about Pierre, S. D.? Lovely place. Or any-
where in downstate Illinois? Or Maine? All good, solid Re-
publican territory. No, Republican. You know, it's like
being Anti-Party. Or there’s , . .

“Oh. You want to make it a surprise. Yes, I guess
Smolensk was sort of a surprise to you at that, ha ha. But
when you get ready to fire . ., Oh, you've already fired?
No, there's no sense waiting, I suppose.

“Well, you've certainly been swell about it, Mr, Chair-
man, These things will happen. But I feel we can live with

nuclear missiles as long as we have this fine mutuai trust
in each other and ., . .

“Can you hear me, Mr. Chairman? These darn sirens@)~

outside. Some sort of Civil Defense test, I guess, But as =
1 was saying, with mutual tr, ., .’
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